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One reason for this was that the school at Leyden
was not equipped to teach all the subjects in the list.
Another and more enduring cause was that, owing
perhaps to their proximity to the University, the teach-
ing of the professors was somewhat theoretical, and
tended to make scholars of the pupils, rather than
to fit them to win high marks in the competition;
whereas the aim of the School at Delft was the prac-
tical one of getting as many of its students as pos-
sible into the service. Its object, in short, was to
fit its pupils effectively for the examination; and
this it succeeded in doing so well that in a dozen
years it drove the School at Leyden out of business.
That school was, in fact, abolished by statute in I876,1
and its professors were transferred to the University.
The Municipal School at Leyden
Again the civic pride of Old Holland asserted
itself; for Leyden, disliking, as Delft had done at an
earlier time, to lose a privilege once possessed, estab-
lished another municipal school to prepare young men
for the Grand Examination. But the effort was made
in vain; for the school at Delft had established its rep-
utation as the best place to fit for the examination so
firmly, and its professors had learned the art so well,
that any attempt to compete with it was hopeless;
and after maintaining the struggle for a number of
years, the school at Leyden finally closed its doors in
1891. The Indische Installing te Delft was thus left
Act of April 28, 1876, Art. 125 (Ned. Staatsblad, No. 102).